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FROM PASTOR STEVE'’S DESK

We've decked the halls
and walked the city side-
walks dressed in holiday
style. We've dreamed of
our white Christmas, and
some of us have had our
blue Christmas with hopes
of being home next year.
We have enjoyed chest-
nuts roasted over an open
fire, and others have seen
Mamma kissing Santa
Claus. We have seen
sugar plums dancing and
have had silver bells ring-
ing in our ears. And, of
course, we have been re-
minded of the most fa-
mous reindeer of all.

As Christmas approached,
we remembered the im-
portance of the naughty
or nice list and, as we
slumbered, we might have
heard some noise up on
the rooftop. As the grand
day grew closer, it was
not just the sidewalks
which  were busy—we,
too, were bustling and
hustling to get all things
done. When the time fi-

nally arrived, all the faithful
would come, and as we
found comfort in the reali-
zation of who that resting
child was, and as we gazed
into the eyes of the child’s
mother and asked, “Mary
did YOU know?”, we hud-
dled close in the confi-
dence that indeed in that
silent night, all is truly calm
and that all is tenderly
bright. We would, that
night, sleep in heavenly
peace.

Indeed, dear friends, there
is great joy to the world,
because the Lord HAS
come. But more than that,
not only has he come, he
IS here...and even better,
he IS coming still. THAT is
our joy in our new day,
our new year. We do not
know the day, nor the
hour and, truthfully, nei-
ther does he. What he
DOES know is that he is
coming again...and the
faithful know the same. My
Christmas prayer for you
is that you embrace the

joy to the world, the
Christ-child...God  with
us...anew in this new
year. With great enthusi-
asm and energy, we
searched for the perfect
gifts for our loved ones. |
pray that we give to our
children, our loved ones
and ourselves, as well, the
greatest gift of all: the gift
of peace known in Jesus,
the one who came, has
come, and will come
again.

It is THIS gift that allows
us, one and all, to keep a
healthy perspective in life,
no matter what it throws
at us. May we keep the
Spirit of Christmas and
the gift of the Christ-child
in our hearts throughout
this new year, and may
God bless us—everyone.

Merry Christmas and
Blessed New Year!
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FROM THE
GOD ZONE

All God Zone Classes
resume Sunday,
January 8,2012

See you there!!!

MOVIE NIGHT

THE OPEN DOOR

What's the best way to spend a cold, January night? At a movie, of course!
And who is the best company at a January Movie Night? It has to be penguins!

Join us Saturday, January 21 from 6:30-8:30pm, as the St.
Peter Theater will warm you up with the comical Mr. Pop-
per’s Penguins. In this contemporary adaptation of a classi-
cal book, a workaholic dad (played by Jim Carrey) suddenly
has a house full of penguins, and the fun and laughs begin.

The St. Peter Theater is always free, so bring a friend or two along! Just don’t
forget to sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board in the narthex so we

have enough popcorn and drinks for everyone.

feel free to contact Carol Heck.

FROM PASTOR EMILY’S DESK

| am a list maker. | organize my life
that way; | make lists of things to
do, people to contact, and plans to
make. | make lists for gift ideas. |
make lists for projects. And, yes, as
the New Year rolls around, | make
lists of resolutions. Maybe this year
| will be more adventurous, | will
promise to learn to play that new
instrument or write the great
American novel. Maybe | will spend
more time with family, | will cherish
my friends, | will start dating a doc-
tor who also happens to be a self-
made millionaire. The great thing
about the New Year is that anything
is possible.

It’s important to give direc-
tion to our lives. It makes us
think critically about who
we are and where our val-
ues lie. When we set goals for our-
selves, as outrageous or far away as
they may seem, we are daring to
live into the full possibility our lives
contain. Jesus lived in this way. Af-
ter all, he proclaimed nothing less
than the audacious declaration that
the Kingdom of God was at hand.
Jesus called his disciples, and calls us
into that continuing work, that
through the actions of our lives we

might get one step closer to that
Kingdom.

St. Peter has already begun the diffi-
cult work of moving forward, of
directing this community into the
future so that we may be a beacon
to the greater community of Lake
Zurich and beyond. We continue to
move forward by committing our-
selves into communication, love,
and participation with one another.
We continue to move forward by
fully participating in the ways in
which we are able.

a VYVhat is also important, as we
4 look forward into the next
year and as we begin to real-
ize the resolutions we make
to ourselves and one another,
is to appreciate who we are
now. | often find | forget this part.
As | spend time at the beginning of
each year imagining what my life can
be, | forget to be grateful for what |
now have. | somehow forget to
cherish who | am right in this mo-
ment. Sister Joyce Rupp puts it best,
“Longing for promises and dreaming
dreams is not a harmful deed as long
as the present moment is not over-
looked, as long as gratitude rises for

If you have any questions,

what is already here, as long as | do
not base my happiness on what is still
wanting. Thankfulness for what has
already been given is the foundation
for hoping for what is not yet.”

We have big dreams for our educa-
tional program here at St. Peter.
And while finding ways to manifest
that dream is a good and joyful act,
we must not forget to live in grati-
tude for all that we are right now.
Do we want to grow!? Let us also
be thankful for the gifts that small-
ness brings to us in this moment.
Do we want to attract new types of
families? Let us also show gratitude
to the ones who are present today.
Do we want more participation?
Let us also be grateful for all who
participate now.

As we pull out our new calendars,
grab our notebooks and laptops to
make lists of dos and don’ts, as we
start planning all of the great and
wonderful things we will manifest in
this next year, let’s do so with grati-
tude. Let us look ahead in excite-
ment. Let us look before us in
thankfulness.

Pastor Emily
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VBS PLANNING
MEETING

«vonﬂ
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It's that’s time again to V

start planning for VBS.

Have you volunteered for VBS be-
fore? We'd love to have you again!
Are you new to Vacation Bible
School? Come give it a try! Our first
planning meeting will take place at
church on January 18th at 6:30pm.
Questions? Call or email Beth
Christianson or Pastor Emily. We
hope to see you there!

Theology On Tap

Get ready to kick off young adults
events with

Theology on Tap,

a monthly meeting to gather,
grab a beer, bring a friend,

and talk about questions of faith!

We will meet the first Tuesday of
every month at 6:30pm.

The FIRST meeting will be held
Tuesday, January 10" at 6:30pm

at Giordano’s, 455 South Rand Road
in Lake Zurich.

Theology on Tap is geared toward
those between the ages of 2| — 35.
Hope to see you there!
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ADULT ED. QUESTIONNAIRE

Adult Events at St Peter:

Relevant. Engaging. Just for you.

Are you interested in coming to new events at St. Peter? This next year will
be an exciting time for new programs! Help us to create events that interest
you. Please complete this short survey and drop it off in the basket just out-
side of the main sanctuary doors, or pass it on to Pastor Emily.

I.  What time(s) work best for you? (circle any that apply)
a. Woeekday Day
b. Woeekday Evening
c. Weekend Day

d. Weekend Evening

2. What subjects are you most interested in? (circle any that apply)

a. Bible study

b. Book club

c. Spiritual practices (Ex. prayer, meditation, studying faith through
creative arts, dream interpretation, etc.)

d. Theology (Not just for smarty-pants, | promise!)

e. Current Events (Non-religious programming)

f.  Service learning (Ex. volunteering at local non-profits, volunteering
for church members, etc.)

g. Other (please specify)
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COUNCIL CONNECTION

January 201 |

| would like to update you on our recent Stewardship Campaign and progress in general as we finish our
church calendar year, with two months remaining in our fiscal year.

Stewardship Campaign:
Pledges: 66 Members, St. Peter: 192 34% of Members Responded

$ Amount of Pledges: $205,000 | Annual Operating Expenses to run St. Peter: | 48% of budgeted expenses are
$431,500 covered by pledges

Not to be the Grinch, but this is a disappointing result to our recent Stewardship Campaign. We fully ap-
preciate that some do not like to pledge or commit in advance and that is an individual prerogative. Unfor-
tunately, this low percentage participation simply makes it more challenging to plan and balance the budget.
Council needs information about expected income to properly plan programming and projects in general.
The Stewardship Campaign is necessary to raise funds needed to produce new and exciting programming
and to maintain/improve our facilities.

As previously stated, Council does not like to dwell on numbers, especially at this time of year. However,
it is our responsibility to make the Congregation aware and to disclose results as they occur. Laura will
discuss full year-to-date results in her Treasurer’s article.

Aside from the numbers, St. Peter has made great strides this year. We have started several fundraisers,
we have hired a talented new Associate Minister of Christian Education, and we have made our presence
known in the community through increased communication and successful programs like Vacation Bible
School.

As we look at the upcoming 2012/2013 fiscal year, Council will continue to focus on the 5 core elements
of our Strategic Plan: Christian Education Center of Excellence, Evangelism, Faith Formation, Building Renovation
& Expansion, and Financial Planning.

Our Vision remains: “St. Peter will become a beacon of faith for our community, constantly growing through vi-
brant Worship, active Missions, excellent Christian Education, quality Facilities, and continuous Outreach.”

We look forward to sharing ideas and year-end results at our annual meeting February 26, 2012.
On behalf of Council, | would like to wish everyone best wishes for the New Year!

Respectfully submitted,

Park Owens

Council Moderator
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THE OPEN DOOR

CELEBRATING THE LEGACY OF MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

On Monday, January 16, 2012, a cele-
bration of Martin Luther King Jr. Day,
“Living the Legacy” is being planned at
St. Peter United Church of Christ. The
planned starting time is 10:00am with a
closing time of 12:00noon. A reception
will follow immediately thereafter.

The keynote speakers are Rev. Dr.
Stephen G. Ray, Jr. and Rev. Dr. Ozzie
E. Smith, Jr. Dr. Ray is the Neal F. and
lla A. Fisher Chair of Theology and
Professor of Systematic Theology at
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Semi-
nary in Evanston, lllinois. Dr. Smith is
the organizing and senior pastor of
Covenant United Church of Christ in
South Holland, lllinois, and he is Ad-

junct Professor of Ministry at McCor-
mick Theological Seminary.

The program narrator will be Rev.
Dr. Sharon Ellis-Davis. She serves as
founding and senior pastor of ‘God
Can’ Ministries in Ford Heights, llli-
nois; Interim Director of the Center
for African American Ministries and
Black Church Studies; and she is re-
tired (2010) as the first female police
chaplain of the Chicago Police De-
partment in 1991.

All are invited and asked to
bring a friend, neighbor,
children, young adults, and
anyone interested in joining

TREASURER’S REPORT

| hope you all had a wonderful Christ-
mas and are recovering from the holi-
day season. The new year is upon us
and we are all ‘getting our houses in
order’. For some of us, this means re-
organizing closets and making room
for those Christmas gifts. For the
Church Council, this means working
on the annual report and starting the
budgeting process for FY 2012-2013.

First things first... before we can start
budgeting for next year, we need to
know what our financial picture looks
like this year. Here are some of the
highlights from the November 30,
2011 (3™ quarter) financial reports.

| Offering income is currently down
4% (or $8,000) from last year and
represents about 88% of the amount
we had budgeted to have received
by this date. The continuing decline
in offerings received is a serious con-
cern; offering income represents
77% of the church’s budgeted in-
come. A continuing decline in offer-

ings has a direct effect on the
church’s ability to provide program-
ming and services.

1 In order to supplement income, we
have been working diligently on
fundraising this year and have re-
ceived over $8,500 in fundraising
income to date. This is well short of
our $30,000 goal, but | am proud of
the new fundraising efforts we have
implemented and hope to build on
the success of those events next
year. We are planning another
event... watch your newsletters for
details and contact me if you would
like to help. Remember, your sup-
port of these fundraisers—
attending, bringing friends, and
spreading the word around town—
is crucial to their success.

1 There is good news on the expense
side of the books. The various
boards have done a fantastic job of
keeping expenses at budget and, in
most cases, significantly below

this educational effort to celebrate
the legacy of a person who had such
an impact on our way of life in these
United States.

There is the possibility that this
event will be webcast as well,
wherein it can be viewed live on
your computer. If and when this
process is complete, instructions will
be forthcoming as to the how this
viewing will be possible.

Respectfully,

Teamous L. Newberne

have

a dream’”

budget. This seems to happen
each year... we find a way to cut
back farther than we ever have
before. This is a double-edged
sword; when we cut back, we
meet our budgets and make up for
lower offering income, but we also
give up projects we had budgeted.

Everyone on Council is hard at work
reviewing these reports so that we
can calculate next year’s budget. We
are also reviewing the church’s assets
and assessing our investment goals
and opportunities. In addition, we are
reviewing the church property and
determining what maintenance and
physical improvements are necessary
and should be budgeted for over the
next several years. This budgeting
process will take several months, but
we look forward to presenting you
with a balanced budget at this Febru-
ary’s annual meeting.

Laura Rogers

Treasurer
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THE OPEN DOOR

TOP 12 RUMORS ABOUT WHY PARAMEDICS WERE
CALLED TO ST. PETER ON CANTATA SUNDAY

#12 The paramedics heard us re-
hearsing and wanted to come in
and listen.

#11 The tenors were threatening to
get physical over who had to
sing the solo.

#10 Mary’s baton went sailing
through the air and stabbed one
of the instrumentalists.

#9 The horn player was turning
red from playing, and someone
thought he was having a stroke.

#8 There were so many tables in
the narthex that Jean wanted to
check whether an emergency
crew would be able to make it
through them all.

#7 Lucille Peter decided to take a
nap during the rehearsal in or-
der to be rested for the per-
formance.

() ——C

#6 Mary told the sopranos to
stagger their breathing and
Lucille misunderstood.

#5 The authorities noticed Phil
Davis moving so fast to get to
rehearsal from Florida, they
thought there must be an
emergency.

#4 When they saw Karen Posi-
tano walk in on her day off,
they thought it was an emer-

gency.

#3 Someone found Steve’s ser-
mon and needed a distraction
to eliminate a few pages.

#2 There were so many choir
members dressed in red,
someone thought the sanctu-
ary was on fire.

...and the #| rumor why paramedics
were called to St. Peter.......
Lucille got into the altar wine
before rehearsal started.

Emergency

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY REMINDER

Don’t forget your appointment to
have your family’s picture taken for
our new 2012 Church Directory.
January appointments are Jan. 12-14.

If you have not signed up yet, please
sign up at church or online (through
the church website) to have your
picture taken June 7-9. We need
100% participation! As Pastor Steve

says, “If you have a face, we need
your picture.” Besides—you get a
free church directory and a free
8x10 of your choosing (or a $25
credit towards other portraits) if
you have your picture taken.

We are also looking to have every
activity or event at St. Peter photo-
graphed, so please take pictures of

None of the above are actually
true (well, the tenors were get-
ting a little snarly). The wood-
winds blamed the brass. The
brass blamed the percussionists.
It will remain a mystery and a
cantata to remember for all of
us.

Thank you to the musicians
(instrumentalists and choir), the
readers (who managed to
achieve the perfect amount of
intimacy), and to Mary (who
waves her wand and creates
magic). We are so grateful that
Lucille was fine. | loved hearing
her tell Fred she could sit up — it
wasn’t like she was going to faint
or anything...and his response,
“You already did.”

Come join the choir. We take
you even if you pass out at re-
hearsals!

Deb Lynch

activities you are involved in,
and e-mail them or give copies
of them to Linda Davis. | am ac-
cepting pictures from last Au-
gust through this coming July,
but need them ASAP to have
them considered for inclusion in
the new directory. Directories
should be available next fall.

Linda Davis
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WOMAN'’S
GUILD
HAPPENINGS

The first Thursday in January,
Jan. 5, at 10:00am will mark the
first meeting of the year for the
Women’s Guild. A planning ses-
sion to formulate what is hap-
pening during the rest of the
year is on the agenda. New
President, Jean Crisler, will offi-
Ciate.

Officers for the year are: Jean
Crisler, President; Linda Davis,
Vice President; Susan Lamb,
Secretary; and, if keeping re-
cords and liking numbers is your
thing, YOU could be the next
treasurer (in the meantime,
Dana Rae Hapke will be doing

it).

This is an important meeting and
all members should attend. Fur-
ther, if you’ve been thinking of
joining, this is the time to show
up. That way your name will ap-
pear in our annual book.

Now all of this will happen
“weather permitting.” If it’s
snowing, blizzard-ing, or anything
like that, just stay home and read
a good book.

NLT

“Let us, instruments of your love,
pass on to all we meet, the secret
of goodness, in thought, in word,
indeed, let us labor in the sound of
your sacred word.”

--Klaus Luthardt

GIFT OF LOVE

| would like to thank eve-
ryone who sponsored a
family or donated '

money to our Gift of =
Love mission this year. We were
able to make 35 families and Pastor
Charlotte much happier this Christ-
mas season. There were also extra
gifts, thanks to Richie Roberts, along
with some that | was able to buy, so
that families who did not fill out a
Gift of Love application were able
to come in and get things for their
children.

A special “Thank You” to Cody,
Dante, Alex, and Jaida for helping
me carry all of the gifts up and
down the stairs; and to the Smiths,
Ahlgrims, Nelsons, and Deerys
who drove down to help deliver the
gifts to St. John's—you are all a
great group of elves! | could never
do this each year without all of you.

This year we brought down a bunch
of cookies and enjoyed them with
some of the families and Pastor
Charlotte, and then she was kind
enough to bring our kids up to ring
the church bell. That was a special
treat for them.

Thank you again, and God bless all
of you this Christmas and in the
new year.

Kristene Manley

WARM UP
AMERICA

We have had lots of rectangles
coming in. Great job! Keep up the
good work. If you have ques-
tions: Sue Pathmann 847-438-5028.
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THANK YOU

The Woauconda-Island Lake Food
Pantry Board writes upon receiving
all the food items collected for
Thanksgiving Mountain after the
Mission | collection was ended:

Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for your recent
donation to our Food Pantry. We ap-
preciate your kindness to the families
who come to us for help. People like
you make it possible for us to take care
of their needs. God bless you!

~

Thanks to our Sunday school chil-
dren who earned $50.95 for Unicef
with Trick or Treat for Unicef.

Thanks to Kristene Manley who or-
ganized the entire Gift of Love min-
istry, from handing out names to
delivery of the gifts to St. John’s in
Chicago. Her dedication and stu-
pendous organizational abilities have
helped so many people in the inner
city have a happier Christmas, this
year and in years past.

Thanks to Jill Polzin for directing
our children’s Christmas pageant
this year. Thanks also to Carol Bart-
lett for helping the children learn
their songs, and to the God Zone
Teachers for all of their help.
Thanks also to all of those who
brought cookies for the fellowship
time afterwards.

Thanks to our Carolers. You bright-
ened the season for many of our
seniors at home and in our two
Lake Zurich nursing homes.
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