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FROM PASTOR STDESKE' S

It seems that we have just
put away the Christmas
lights, and now we are at
the cusp of Lent! February
22" is Ash Wednesday. It is
a high and holy day in the
Christian Church.

In the Western Christian
calendar Ash Wednesday
is the first day of Lent. It
occurs forty-six days before
Easter, but Lent is never-

theless considered forty
days long, because Sundays
in this period are not

counted as days of penance.
It falls on different dates
from year to year, accord-
ing to the date of Easter; it
can occur as early as Febru-
ary 4 or as late as March
10.

At services of worship on
this day, worshippers are
blessed with ashes by the
celebrating minister. The
minister marks the fore-
head of each participant
with black ashes, in the
shape of a cross, which the
worshipper traditionally
retains until washing it off
after sundown. The symbol-
ism is a tradition of the an-

cient Near Eastern tra-
dition of throwing ash over
one's head, signifying repen-
tance before God (as re-
lated numerous times in the
Bible). The minister offers
the worshipper an instruc-
tion while applying the
ashes. These are three ex-
amples:1) "Remember, man,
that you are dust, and unto
dust you shall return." This
wording comes from Gene-
sis 3:19. Or 2) "Turn away
from sin and be faithful to
the Gospel." Or 3) "Repent,
and hear the good news.”
January I is the day of
“resolutions,” sort of
“making things better in our
lives than the way they
were.” Ash Wednesday is
not so different. In fact, it is
even more significant. The
placing of ashes on the fore-
head is an act of repen-
tance, which is a “making
right what was wrong in
our lives.” It is a turning
from those things which
make us unfaithful, and re-
placing them with words
and deeds which make us
more faithful.

So | am calling upon all of
us to take the Lenten Sea-
son seriously, beginning
with the imposition of
Ashes on February 22,
AND to make the time to

attend the mid-week
Lenten services. These
worship  opportunities,

like Saturday/Sunday wor-
ship services, are oppor-
tunities to enrich our faith
and our spiritual life, and
also to grow our church
community. In practical
terms, our church does
not grow if we do not
grow in spirit and faith.
WE are the best “banner”
for our church. As our
faith grows, the “beacon
of light” shines for all to
see. It will be our light as
individuals and as a com-
munity that will draw oth-
ers to us. If we do not
come, why would/should
others!?

As we continue to grow
closer and stronger in our
personal faith life, our
communal faith life also
grows, and we can be-
come stronger in our love
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FROM THE GOD ZONE

HEIFER PROJECT

As we look forward to Spring and
the season of Lent, the God Zone
will begin its annual Lenten mission
for Heifer Project International.
Last year we raised over a thousand
dollars for this annual mission pro-
ject! February 26 is the first Sunday
in Lent and the 4™ - 6™ grade class
is working very hard to make this
year’s project a success with the
congregation and the God Zone
classes.

Each class will get to decide which
animal or group of animals they

would like to raise money to pur-
chase. The students will be bringing
home envelopes to fill with their
donations and then bringing them
back to Sunday school the next
week. Heifer envelopes will also be
in the pews for your donations at
offering time. We will be accepting
these offerings through Palm Sun-
day. | encourage you to talk with
your children about ways in which
they can help to raise money. As we
continue to give “the gift of hope”
to those in need, we thank you for
your continued support.

God bless,

Beth Christians

THE OPEN DOOR

SPRING YOUTH
RETREAT

The spring youth retreat is March
2-4 at Tower Hill. Registration is
due January 28. Please fill out the
registration form and submit a $60
registration fee to Pastor Emily or
in the retreat mailbox. Questions?
Contact Pastor Emily.

Friends are welcome; | hope you can
all make it!

Pastor Emily

<

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION OF ST. PETER U.C.C.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2012

1:00 AM

The purpose of the meeting is to elect officers and committee members and approve the 2012-13 church budget.

FROM PASTOR EMBESKY' S

| wondered whether winter would
arrive this year, but it looks like it’s
finally here! Our first major snow
has fallen, and the temperatures are
dropping. Although winter brings
on some difficulties with driving,
and forces us indoors, it’s
also a good opportunity
to curl up with family and ~\\

friends and spend some ‘*\\ ///
quality time with one an- e

other in fellowship. For ]
the youth, February

means another month of quality
programs during Sunday School,
with Unity and Momentum, and we
have an awesome family movie
night planned. For me, February is
very exciting because February 12*
is my installation service. | hope
everyone at St. Peter feels welcome

to attend as we mark our move-
ment forward as a church body into
a new year with programs. It also is
the month in which we enter Lent,
a season where we take a moment
for reflection, for stillness, and for
contemplation. It is fitting
// that we enter into Lent
during some of the
harshest weather of the
year, when we often
spend time indoors. It’s
always been fitting for
me, since I've never been a huge fan
of winter, despite growing up in
Michigan. As one youth said to me
the other day, “Geez, Pastor Em,
you can’t even snowboard?”

Whether or not winter keeps us
indoors, it is humbling to live in an

area where winter is a concern. It
reminds us of our smallness, and of
the power that the world in which
we live actually holds. If Lent re-
minds us about whose we are in
this world, a heavy snowstorm can
quickly remind us of who we belong
to in this community, and how we
rely on God and one another in so
many ways. On the nights we are
warm in our homes, maybe with a
nice mug of hot cocoa, let us be
grateful for God, who comforts us
in cold places. On the days we fel-
lowship in our church, let us reach
out to those who are lonely. Let us
embody the One to whom our
hearts point during the Lenten sea-
son. Let us love one another.

Pastor Emil

y
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CALLI NG ALL

TASTE OF ST. PETER is coming February |9th and
we are going to have some fun with food while we
raise funds for our church’s ministries!

Are you an excellent cook? Do you have a dish that
everyone loves? Please share it with all of us! All
you need to do is volunteer to prep and serve
‘taste portions’ of your dish to your church friends
at a potluck lunch. Please take a moment to fill out
the form here and return it to Laura Rogers’ mail-
box or mail it to the church, so that we can get
you signed up!
OR...

Do your cooking skills leave something to be de-
sired, but you love to try new dishes! Maybe you
would really like to taste your friend’s famous dish.
Well, then, do | have the event for you! Save the
date on your calendar and plan to come down to
the Taste in Fellowship Hall on Feb. 19 after wor-
ship service. You will be able to purchase tickets
for ‘tastes’ of everyone’s dishes... | bet you go
home with a happy tummy! Hope to see you there!
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COOKS..AND THOSE ®RAMIO

TASTE OF LAKE ZURICH—February 19

~

A 1 WANT TO MAKE A DISH!

| am famous for my

I CAN HELP OUT WITH:

/§\ Set-up CV*
/e\ Clean-up cf"\:)

A Ticket sales/ organizing

Name

Phone

Email

CANTATA CHOIR

The party’s over, but we’ll never call it a day—
forward, onward, Dasher and Dancer, Singers and
Ringers. Let the good times roll. The choir has be-
gun rehearsals for the Good Friday cantata. We will
be combining choirs with Peace Lutheran again this
year. We scrunch the singers as cozy as they can
be. We practically hang the instrumentalists from
the rafters (we may need to look into that, this
year). Mary is balanced on a tightrope. And we love
every minute of it.! Remind me | said that, when
we'’re setting up chairs, music stands, sound sys-
tems, and Mary’s tightrope.

I'm sure it’s wonderful to experience the cantata
from the pew, but if you’ve never sung with a violin
bow poking you in the ribs or a tenor singing softly
in your ear, you should seize this opportunity. Your
seat will be reserved for you. Come and claim it.

Deb Lynch

Music Minister

SOUP ' N SPI RBETUDY

In life and in death, Jesus’ words were powerful and meaningful.
Despite the serious effort and increased pain required for Jesus
to speak as he hung on the cross, Jesus spoke seven final word
statements that have much to teach us about Jesus, his Father,
and ourselves: |. Father Forgive Them 2. Behold Your Son Be-
hold Your Mother. 3. My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me!
4.Today You Will Be with Me in Paradise. 5. | Thirst. 6. It Is
Finished. 7. Into Your Hands | Commit My Spirit.

Last year in Pastor Hamilton’s "24 Hours That Changed the
World," we took a Lenten journey through the last day of Jesus'
life. This year’s follow-up book by Pastor Hamilton explores
these final words as seen and heard through the eyes and ears
of those who stood near the cross. Each chapter begins with
the biblical account followed by a first-person story as might
have been told from the viewpoint of one of the
characters at the cross. Then the chapter explores
the meaning of Jesus dying words for our lives today.

Join the crowd each Wednesday from February 29
through April 4 for Soup ‘n Spirit and experience the
final words from the cross.

L O
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THE OPEN DOOR

Everyone is cordially invited to:
THE SERVICE OF INSTALLATION FOR

REV. EMILY MITCHELL
February 12,2012  3:00 PM

Reception in the Fireside Room follows.

TREASURER'™S REPORT

Ahhh, February. A month of love and
chocolate. And who doesn’t love
chocolate? Well, now that you have
all those sweet thoughts running
through your head, let’s talk finances.

Ha! Gotcha! That’s right, February
isn’t just about sweets around
here... at the end of this month is
the annual meeting. | sincerely hope
you all get a chance to attend, be-
cause that meeting is a chance for
you to get informed about the cur-
rent state of the church and our
plans for the future of St. Peter. We
will discuss the church’s financial
standing after this fiscal year, includ-
ing the projected income/loss for the
year, and we will ask you to approve
our proposed budget for next fiscal
year. The budget we approve has a
huge impact on the projects we can
undertake this year, the long term
plans we make, and how we invest
the funds we currently have. Council
has been working hard to put to-
gether a budget that takes into ac-
count new programming, building
improvements, and the rest of the
changes you as a congregation asked

for during the strategic planning

process. This is your chance
to hear about those plans.

Now, last month | updated you
on the state of the books as of
November 31, 2011 (3™ quar- p

ter). | want to take this opportunity
to give you a quick update on

where we stand now (January
I5®"—the newsletter deadline
date).

1 Total offering income received to
date is about $286,000, well
short of the $302,000 we had
budgeted to receive by this date.
Our budgeted offering income for
the year is $345,000 and we will
likely fall short of that total as
well.

7 Total ‘other income’ (which in-
cludes rentals, etc.) and fundrais-
ing income will also fall short of
projected levels. We are always
looking for new ways to increase
rental income, but | believe our
building needs some updates be-
fore it attracts significant rental
revenue. As | discussed last
month, we have made progress
with fundraising but need in-
creased volunteer participation
and event attendance if we ex-
pect fundraising to be a significant

revenue source.

V2 ¢ Thanks to the hard
., work of many volunteers/
board chairs and to the
" delay of planned projects
and programming, our ex-
penses are under budget. As

of today our total expenses are
$68,000 below budget. This isn’t
the victory it appears to be...
this means that we are putting
the progress of the church off in
order to balance the books.

Please take a moment to consider
this financial update and how these
results will affect St. Peter. Con-
sider what you want our church to
look like in the future... what pro-
grams do you want to see in place,
what should the building structure
look like, what do you want your
congregation to be known for?
After you know what you want
out of your church, please attend
the annual meeting and listen to
the plans Council has been dis-
cussing in order to meet the de-
mands of our strategic plan. The
finances we are seeing at this point
certainly don’t allow for grand
changes, or even minor improve-
ments. Let’s discuss how we can
grow our church into the church
we all imagine. This meeting only
happens once a year (and there
isn’t even any football on that
morning), so please come out and
help us plan for the upcoming
year. See you there!

Laura Roger

Treasurer

S
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FROM YOUR COUNCIL MO

Thinking Ahead

As we wind down our church fiscal year, it is easy to reflect
backwards on the past year. However, | would rather look
forward or think ahead and ask that you do the same in
preparation for our annual meeting next month.

The attached image shows a silhouette of our church and
lists our Vision, Mission, and Core Value statements from
our strategic plan. | like this piece of paper because it is con-
cise, unlike me.... It is a simple reminder of what we com-
mitted to.

- UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

Vision
n of faith for our cmljmunity constantly growi;
excellent Christian Education, quality Facilities and ansm'::mﬂ! Vibrang

il pecome & .

St rd::(‘:’m_ \issions, R Outreag;, orship,

Mission :
the Statement of Mission of the United Churdh

St Peter fully ;ﬂ‘\gl nd surrounding communitics by welcoming ,,: ,z_""'

5. Oy S
e Lake Zus herever they are on thei "L'Wrazu
s Yo S€TY whoever they are, W T journey of faith, People,

Our Core Values

- the Gospel 2. Respect for all people 3. Kindness
1 Vih‘:’"s:::‘m| Growth 5. Worship as a privilege 6, Cm:,gw

Our Vision Statement—what we are collectively working
toward as a goal—says:

0St Peter will become a
constantly growing through vibrant Worship, active Missions,
excellent Christian Education, quality Facilities, and continu-
ous Outreach. o

THE OPEN DOOR

DERATOR

We have made some definitive progress this
year in working toward our Vision through the
significant addition of Pastor Emily to help lead
and build our Christian Education overall pro-
gram. Yet, if you look at all five key elements of
the Vision Statement and assess general pro-
gress, we have a long way to go.

At the Congregational Meeting, Council will pro-
pose some bold plans to finally address our
building, which in many respects is not up-to-
speed or at par with those of other churches.
We will focus in first-phase planning on the C.E.
wing, which is woefully dated—single pane win-
dows, no air conditioning, leaky roof, not handi-
cap accessible. Did you know that full architec-
tural plans were developed for a C.E. Wing
overhaul back in 1985? The plans—based on
need back then—were never pursued.

Our building needs attention. It is keeping us
from the growth that we desire—new families,
more children, new programs. Council reviewed
our C.E. wing with a few prospective organiza-
tions looking to rent facilities in the past year. In
the past few cases, we were turned down due to
the condition of the C.E. wing’s lack of basic
amenities.

The plans that Council will propose in February
will be bold, as stated, but not rash. We intend
to follow a phased approach—analyze, research,
assess, discuss, discuss some more...develop
solid plans.

As you think about St. Peter and our coming
new fiscal year and the Congregational Meeting,
please stare at the image of our church and re-
read the Vision Statement and ask yourself,
“what do we need to do collectively to
strengthen our church and to grow?”

Respectfully, |,

Park Owen:

Council Moderator

U)
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE COMMITTEE

| would like to say “thank you” to all
the wonderful people who have
stepped forward and helped during
my two Yyears as chair of the Con-
gregational Life Committee. | could
not have done it without all of you.

You might have heard the phrase, "It
takes a village to raise a child." Well,
it takes an army of dedicated people
to run this church. Don't forget
about them. Thank them. Hug
them. Give them a pat on the back
and tell them what a great job they
have done. Do this next time you
are in church...or in six months...or
in a year.

When you read over these names,
remember these people are only at
the starting line of the proc-
ess. These people then call upon
others to help organize, fund, and
create the many wonderful programs
and ministries that are part of this
church.

Women's Retreat: Cara Zer-
muehlen, Alva Thompson, Helen
Boyd, Jean Roberts, Linda Davis,
Peggy Freund, Gail Paul, Debbie
Wheelock

Praise Team: Linda Davis, Sue
Lamb, Tony Mancini, Kyle
Schumacher, Kate Schumacher,
Karen Steffens, Darryl Armistead,
Jesse Walters, Pete Gustafson

Card Committee: Alva Thompson,
Sue Lamb, Jean Abbott, Jean
Wendt

Saturday Snack:
Dana Mills

Membership Ministry: Linda Davis,
Juli Jennings, Sue Lamb, Ed
Miehlke, Teamous Newberne

Prayer Ministry Team: Linda Davis,
Sue Lamb, Lucy Luce, Bev Crumb

Flower Ministry: Jeanne Kappe,
Nancy Thompson-Johnson

Worship flower pick-up: Jeanne
Wendt, Peggy Freund, Jean/Terry
Abbot, Bonnie Fellenz, Carol
Owens

Greeters: Ken Crisler

Secretary in General: Karen Posi-
tano (I | i ke

Communion: Barbara Newberne

St. Peter's Wheels: Rose Hauser

Meal Ministry: Donna Keenan

Friends Around The Table: Jeff
Pathman

Soup ‘n Spirit: Penny L'Heureux,
Linda Kusmurz

Laura Danner,

FROM PASTOR S TDESYKE - _CSBNTINUED:

for our church and one another, ac-
tually feeling good about who we are
and what we are about.

Lent is that time of reflection when
we turn from our sins—both individ-
ual and communal sins. In our
“turning from” or "repentance," we
focus and celebrate the faith to
which God has called us, and with
our acceptance of God's call, encour-

aged and empowered through the
gift of the Holy Spirit, we are able
to carry on and carry out God's
mission in all the world.

During the season of Advent we
waited with anticipation the first
coming in the birth of Christ, cele-
brating his arrival on Christmas
Day. And we now anticipate his
second coming. Now we anticipate
with reflection and repentance. We

0 S-EPC r

THE OPEN DOOR

Meal Crew (unofficial): Peggy
Freund, Dawn Hoofnagle, Penny
L'Heureux

Music, Bells, Choir: Deb Lynch,
Mary Lighthall

Acolytes: Carol Bartlett

Ushers: Steve and Nancy Gwost

Liturgists: Nancy Thompson-
Johnson, Jan Marshall

Funeral Lunch Ministry: Lucy Luce,
Jeanne Kappe, Libby Maxwell

Sunday Coffee: Sue Lamb

Men's Fellowship: Randy Boyd

Hanging of the Greens: The Self
Family—Pam, Stephen, Wade,
Camaryn, and Layne

Faith Connections: Stephanie Matz

Church Picnic: Dawn Hoofnagle,
Pam Self & Family, Tom & Linda
Kusmerz

Easter Egg Hunt: Beth Christianson

Nursing Home Visitation: Teamous
Newberne, Linda Davis

Gift of Love: Kristene Manley

Thank you all and anyone else who
helps our church’s ministries.

Kelly Nelsa

have the word of God and the life
of Christ, who himself called us to
a life of repentance — not for the
sake of his glory, but for ours. Let
us join together on this Lenten
journey for our sake, and for the
sake of St. Peter United Church of
Christ.

e S
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THEOLOGY ON
TAP

Come join us for young adult fellow-
ship with Theology on Tap,

a monthly meeting to gather,

grab a beer, and talk about
questions of faith!

We meet the first Tuesday of every
month at 6:30pm.

The next meeting will be held
Tuesday, February 7 at 6:30

at Giordano’s, 455 South Rand Rd.
Theology on Tap is geared toward-
those between the ages of 21 — 35.
Hope to see you there!

Pastor Emily

WARM UP
AMERICA

Please continue to put the 9”x7”
knit rectangles in the box in the nar-
thex. Need yarn? Call Sue Path-
mann.

ELEVATOR ~

Although our elevator is of S l'iﬂ
modest means, it is now .ABSE

being maintained and in-

spected more than ever before (at
least 3 times a year), by require-
ments of both the State and the Vil-
lage (at a cost of about $1000 per
year). Perhaps that will give some
reassurance to those who are cau-
tious about using it. By the way, its
weight limit is 450 pounds.

WOMEN' S
GUILD

A MONTH OR TWO TO REST

You can stay home and rest, read a
book (your Bible?) or just vegetate,
as there will be no Guild meeting in
February. When we start up again
in March, we’ll all be rarin’ to go.
Exciting plans have been made and
the new calendar is underway. So
take advantage of the time off and
think about what you'd like to do
this year.

By the way, we very much would
love to have you in our group.
Have you ever thought of it? We'll
be talking it up in the next few
months. | hope someone talks to
you and invites you. The Guild
does a lot of good. And you don’t
have to be at every meeting! In
fact, you can come any time you're
free.

All the women in our church
should think about what Gloria
Dean Randall Scott said: “The criti-
cal responsibility for the generation
you're in is to help provide the
shoulders, the direction, and the
support for those generations who
come behind.” Wow, that’s a brain-
teaser and a challenge!

Nancy Thompkamson

BIRTH

Deb Lynch & Terry Goedken wel-
come another grandson, Nolan
Conry Goedken, who “came out of
the drawer” on Dec. 24 (read
Deb’s blog for Dec. 18). Congratu-
lations to Matt & Megan Goedken,
Nolan’s parents.
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SUPERBOWL
SUB SALE

To raise money for the summer
mission trip, Unity will be selling
submarine sandwiches for Super-
bowl Sunday, February 5. We will
take orders through January 28,
and all subs will be delivered after
church on February 5.

PR

s Y,

Want to place an order? Forms will
be up on the youth board and with
Unity members. Four sub options
are available! Please deliver checks
to Pastor Emily by the last day to
order, January 28.

WOMEN' S EVE

A planning meeting will be held on
February 5 after church to discuss
the spring women’s event. Inter-
ested in participating? Please attend
this planning session! Questions?
Contact Debbie Wheelock or Pas-
tor Emily.

THANK YOU

Thank you very much to the per-
sons who left anonymous gifts in
my mailbox. You made Christmas
so much merrier. Thanks for your
thoughtfulness, and God bless you.

Wendy Cur

SYMPATHY

Our condolences are extended to
Mary & Rickey Tackett on the pass-
ing of Mary’s mother in N. Carolina
on Jan. 17. She was 84.

IS

NT



Annual Mtg. | lam
Momentum 4-6pm
Bowling League 5:30pm
Unity 7-9

Choir 7:15 pm

Soup ‘n Spirit 6:15pm
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7pm
5 6 7 8 9 10 I
Sunday School for All 9 ACTS of Prayer 1:30pm |Women Study 8:30 am | Confirmation —7pm Men’s Breakfast 7:30
Worship [0am Handbells 6:15 pm Faith Connections #1-
Women'’s Retreat Plan- Theology on Tap 6:30 -9:30am Worship 5:00 pm
ning Mtg. | lam Choir 7:15 pm Faith Connections #2-
Momentum 4-6pm -7:15pm
Unity 7-9pm
12 13 14 15 PADS. 16 17 18
Sunday School for All 9 ACTS of Prayer 1:30pm |Women Study 8:30 am
Worship [0am Handbells 6:15 pm Craft Corner 7pm Worship 5:00 pm
Pastor Installation 3pm Choir 7:15 pm Faith Connections #3-
Bowling League 5:30pm v 7pm
Unity 7-9pm Valentine’s Day
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Sunday School for All 9 ACTS of Prayer 1:30pm |Women Study 8:30 am
Worship [0am Handbells 6:15 pm Faith Connections #I- |Church Council 6:30 Worship 5:00 pm
Taste of St. Peter | lam Choir 7:15 pm -9:30am
Momentum 4-6pm ASH WEDNESDAY
Unity 7-9pm WORSHIP 7:30pm
26 27 28 29
Sunday School for All 9 ACTS of Prayer 1:30pm |Women Study 8:30 am COMING UP IN MARCH:
Worship [0am Handbells 6:15 pm

Youth Retreat—March 2-4
Soup ‘n Spirit—All Wednesdays in March
Lake Zurich Expo—Saturday, March 17




